
 COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA 

JANUARY 26, 2016 - 5:00 P.M. 

 

The City Council met on January 26, 2016, in regular session. 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Council President Pro Tem Cannon.  On roll 

call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Toles,  

Worthy, Echols, Billingsley and Reed.  Council President Williams and Councilman Reed were 

absent.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor 

Guyton, Heath Williamson, Lee Roberts and Chief Crane were also present.  

 The invocation was given by Heath Williamson. 

 The minutes of the last work session and council meeting held on January 19, 2016, were 

approved by unanimous vote. 

 Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of January 15-21, 2016 were ratified by 

unanimous vote. 

  #162626-162729 General  $124,741.93 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

(1)  The following ordinance, which was introduced for first reading at last week's meeting, was 

presented for consideration: 

 ORDINANCE NO. O-11-16 

 

AMENDING CITY CODE SECTION 118-129 

TO DESIGNATE NO PARKING ZONES 

 (Prohibiting parking along Black Creek Road, from Tuscaloosa Avenue to Clayton Avenue - 

Prohibiting parking 7:15-8:15 a.m. and 2:15-3:15 p.m., Monday through Friday at the following 

locations: (1) Alcott Road, south side, from 1220 Alcott Road to Manor Street; (2) Raley Street, 

south side, from entrance to exit of Adams Elementary School; (3) Wilbanks Avenue, east side, 

from entrance to exit of Litchfield Middle School) 

 Councilwoman Toles moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by 

Councilman Worthy and unanimously adopted. 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

President Pro Tem Cannon stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the 

following public hearings:  



 (1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 226 Davis Street in District 1, Frank Royal c/o Glenn 

Glover being the last known owner.  Glenn Glover stated he needs to obtain title to the property 

and is willing to make any necessary repairs.  Lee Roberts, City Attorney, advised Mr. Glover 

to go to the Etowah County Revenue Commissioner’s office and notify them he has paid the 

property taxes for more than three years.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated Mr. Glover 

has committed to make exterior repairs in the meantime and recommended a 30-day extension.  

Councilwoman Toles moved to table the resolution for 30 days, which motion was seconded by 

Councilman Echols and unanimously carried. 

 (2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 602 Spring Street, Charles J. Johnson being the last 

known owner.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been made 

since procedures began in November 2014, and recommended abatement.  The following 

resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-33-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 602 Spring Street - District 3 - Charles J. Johnson) 

 Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilwoman Toles and unanimously adopted. 

 (3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 606 Spring Street in District 3, Jack Lowe, Jr. being 

the last known owner.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been 

made since procedures began in November 2014, and recommended abatement. Councilman 

Worthy said Mr. Lowe has questioned his ownership and moved to table the resolution for 60 

days.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously carried. 

 (4) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 507 Kyle Street in District 3, Jennifer Greenwood 

being the last known owner.  Based on recent improvements, Brian Harbison, Building 

Inspector, recommended a 30-day extension. Councilman Worthy moved to table the resolution 

for 30 days, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously carried. 

 (5) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 405 S. 11th Street, the State of Alabama being the last 

known owner.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been made 

since procedures began in June 2014, and recommended abatement.  The following resolution 

was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-34-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 405 S. 11th Street - District 5 - State of Alabama) 



 Councilman Billingsley moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was 

seconded by Councilman Worthy and unanimously adopted. 

 (6) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 908 S. 15th Street, Irene F. Latson being the last 

known owner.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been made 

since procedures began in May 2014, and recommended abatement.  The following resolution 

was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-35-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 908 S. 15th Street - District 5 - Irene F. Latson) 

 Councilman Billingsley moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was 

seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted. 

 (7) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 1607 Blount Avenue, Matthew D. Arp and Jerome 

Dean Arp being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated a demolition 

permit was obtained a year ago and some siding was removed. He said no further improvements 

have been made since procedures began in September 2014, and recommended abatement.  The 

following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-36-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 1607 Blount Avenue - District 6 - Matthew D. Arp; Jerome 

Dean Arp) 

 Councilman Billingsley moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was 

seconded by Councilman Worthy and unanimously adopted. 

 (8) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 922 North 33rd Street in District 7, Lowell Piper and 

First Bank of Boaz being the last known owners.  Based on recent improvements, Brian 

Harbison, Building Inspector, recommended a 30-day extension. Councilwoman Toles moved 

to table the resolution for 30 days, which motion was seconded by Councilman Worthy and 

unanimously carried. 

 (9) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 909 North 36th Street, the State of Alabama and the 

heirs of Aline Summerville (William Edgar Summerville, Danny Summerville, and Johnny 

Summerville) being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no 

improvements have been made since procedures began in August 2014, and recommended 

abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 



 RESOLUTION NO. R-37-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 909 North 36th Street - District 7 - State of Alabama; Heirs 

of Aline Summerville; William Edgar Summerville; Danny Summerville; Johnny Summerville) 

 Councilwoman Toles moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Worthy and unanimously adopted. 

 (10) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution 

assessing a nuisance abatement lien on property at 1008 Avenue G, the State of Alabama, 

Stanley I. Jackson, Henrietta P. Jackson, First Franklin Financial, and Wells Fargo being the last 

known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for 

consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-38-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $2,764.92 - 1008 Avenue G - District 3 - 

State of Alabama; Stanley I. Jackson; Henrietta P. Jackson; First Franklin Financial; Wells 

Fargo) 

 Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (11) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution 

assessing a nuisance abatement lien on property at 1015 Avenue H, the State of Alabama and 

Larry Randolph Lay being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution 

was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-39-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $2,965.40 - 1015 Avenue H - District 3 - 

State of Alabama; Larry Randolph Lay) 

 Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (12) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution 

assessing a nuisance abatement lien on property at 610 Henry Street, Ted Kirby, Jr. being the 

last known owner.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for 

consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-40-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 



 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $3,365.40 - 610 Henry Street - District 3 

- Ted Kirby, Jr.) 

 Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (13) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution 

approving the issuance of an alcoholic beverage license for Circle K Store 2723649 at 1205 W. 

Meighan Boulevard.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was presented for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-41-16 

 

APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

 (Circle K Stores, Inc. - Circle K Store 2723649 - 1205 W. Meighan Boulevard - Retail Beer and 

Table Wine License, off premises only) 

 Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (14) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution 

approving the issuance of an alcoholic beverage license for Circle K Store 2723674 at 100 

Taylor Drive.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was presented for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-42-16 

 

APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

 (Circle K. Stores, Inc. - Circle K Store 2723674 - 100 Taylor Drive - Retail Beer and Table 

Wine License, off premises only) 

 Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilwoman Toles and unanimously adopted. 

 RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 

(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-43-16 

 

AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH 

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 (Authorizing Agreement - Alabama Department of Transportation - For resurfacing and traffic 

striping on Chestnut Street, from 5th Street to Black Creek - $359,164.47, with City’s estimated 

20% match being $71,832.89 - FY2020 Project) 



 Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-44-16 

 

AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH 

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 (Authorizing Agreement - Alabama Department of Transportation - For bridge replacement on 

Forrest Avenue over Black Creek - $1,340,037.81, with City’s estimated 20% match being 

$268,007.56 - FY2020 Project) 

 Councilwoman Toles moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Worthy and unanimously adopted. 

 ORDINANCES - FIRST READING 

 

The following ordinance was introduced in writing and read by President Pro Tem Cannon: 

 (1) ORDINANCE - AUTHORIZING CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2322 

CANSLER AVENUE 

 Since no action was taken in this meeting, the ordinance will be placed on the agenda of the 

next regular meeting for consideration.   

 NEW BUSINESS 

 

(1)  Councilwoman Toles introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-45-16 

 

AWARDING BID NO. 3303 

 (Awarding Bid No. 3303 - Community Center Renovations at former General Forrest school 

building - Hudak Construction Company - $1,212,500.00 for base bid, plus Alternate No. 1) 

 President Pro Tem Cannon received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution 

as an item of new business.  Councilwoman Toles noted this is the future home of the Boys and 

Girls Club, which will also serve students in the East Gadsden area.   

 Councilwoman Toles moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted. 

 (2) Councilman Billingsley introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration: 



 RESOLUTION NO. R-46-16 

 

AUTHORIZING INDEMNITY AND  

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

WITH LANMARK, LLC 

 (Authorizing Indemnity and Hold Harmless Agreement with Lanmark, LLC - Regarding 

relocation of a storm sewer main near the intersection of Walnut Street and South College Street 

- City will reimburse Developer $15,500.00 - Note:  Park is being developed in conjunction 

with Gadsden Public Library) 

 President Pro Tem Cannon received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution 

as an item of new business.  Councilman Billingsley noted both parties will share cost of the 

project, which is needed for the construction of a new building, as well as the City’s park 

development. 

 Councilman Billingsley moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilman Worthy and unanimously adopted. 

 (3) Councilman Worthy introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-47-16 

 

AUTHORIZING APPLICATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF ADECA GRANTS 

 (Authorizing Grant Applications and Acceptance - Alabama Department of Economic and 

Community Affairs - For Gadsden Community Traffic Safety Program - Provides overtime for 

police officers relating to various enforcement initiatives) 

 President Pro Tem Cannon received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution 

as an item of new business.  Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution, which motion 

was seconded by Councilwoman Toles and unanimously adopted. 

 DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Heath Williamson, City Engineer, announced bridges on Broad Street and Forrest Avenue will 

be closed for portions of the day on January 31 for routine inspections. 

 MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 

Councilwoman Toles encouraged residents to visit the Carver Museum. 

 Councilman Billingsley announced “Bowling for Kids Sake” on February 26-27, a fund raising 

event for Big Brothers and Big Sisters. 

 On behalf of President Williams, City Clerk Iva Nelson announced a kick off celebration of the 

40th anniversary of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (Lambda Eta Omega Chapter) at 2 p.m. 

on January 30, at the Pitman Theater. 



 There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (1-26-2016) 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 


