
 COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA 

JUNE 14, 2016 - 5:00 P.M. 

 

The City Council met on June 14, 2016, in regular session. 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Council President Williams.  On roll call by the 

City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Toles, Williams, 

Echols, Billingsley, and Cannon.  Councilmen Worthy and Reed were absent.  The clerk stated 

a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Heath 

Williamson, Lee Roberts and Lt. Keener were also present.  

 The invocation was given by President Williams. 

 The minutes of the last work session and council meeting held on June 7, 2016, were approved 

by unanimous vote. 

 Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of June 3-9, 2016 were ratified by 

unanimous vote. 

  #165965-166172 General  $1,033,479.66 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

(1) President Williams announced no Council action would be taken regarding a resolution 

ordering abatement of nuisances on property at 1133 Litchfield Avenue in District 2 because 

there is a new owner. 

 (2) President Williams announced that no action was necessary regarding 1218 Alabama 

Avenue in District 3, as the nuisance has been abated by the owner. 

 (3) The following resolution, which was tabled for 30 days on May 10, was presented in writing 

for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-241-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 919 Holly Street - District 5 - Billy Terrence Warren; 

Virginia D. Warren; Regions Mortgage, Inc.; First Commercial Mortgage Company) 

 Upon recommendation of the Building Official, Councilman Billingsley moved to adopt the 

resolution as introduced.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously 

adopted. 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

President Williams stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following 

public hearings:  



 (1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 616 Frederick Street in District 1, Valarie Player 

being the last known owner.  Valarie Player requested additional time to make necessary 

repairs.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated he had worked with Ms. Player on another 

house and would not object to granting an extension.  He said he would speak with her after the 

meeting and explained that boarding up of residential property is not allowed, except for short 

periods of time.  In response to Councilman Cannon’s inquiry, Mr. Harbison said boarding up 

of commercial property is allowed.  Ms. Player complained about theft and vandalism and 

Councilwoman Toles encouraged residents to contact the police and provide names of 

perpetrators whenever possible.  Councilwoman Toles moved to table the resolution for 30 

days, which motion was seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously carried. 

 (2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 213 Country Club Drive, Lemuel and Sandra Beck 

and Tim Robertson being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated 

this case, which began in January 2016, involves trash, debris and illegal storage of junk.  He 

said numerous proceedings in municipal court have been unsuccessful and recommended 

abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-242-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 213 Country Club Drive - District 4 - Lemuel Beck; Sandra 

Beck, Tim Robertson) 

 Councilman Echols affirmed the terrible conditions and moved to adopt the resolution as 

introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted. 

 (3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 1501 Harrison Avenue, Estate of Roy D. Wood, with 

heirs being Glenda Wood Dabbs, Royce Robert Wood, and Ray Keith Wood, being the last 

known owner.  Roy Wood requested additional time, noting he is disabled and funds are 

limited.  Glenda Dabbs stated the property is clean and not overgrown.  Brian Harbison, 

Building Inspector, stated the case, which began in July 2014, involves a two-story accessory 

building.  He recommended abatement to ensure that Mr. Wood finishes the work.  The 

following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-243-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 1501 Harrison Avenue - District 5 - Estate of Roy D. 

Wood; Glenda Wood Dabbs; Royce Robert Wood; Ray Keith Wood) 

 Councilman Billingsley advised Mr. Wood to work with Mr. Harbison within the next 30 days.  

He moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman 

Cannon and unanimously adopted. 



 (4) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering 

the abatement of nuisances on property at 904 Lexington Avenue, Estate of Talmadge R. 

Shaneyfelt, Sr. being the last known owner.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no 

improvements have been made to this mobile home since procedures began in November 2015, 

and recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for 

consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-244-16 

 

ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

 (Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 904 Lexington Avenue - District 7 - Estate of Talmadge R. 

Shaneyfelt, Sr.) 

 Councilwoman Toles moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted. 

 (5) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 817 Windsor Street, Tuscacal, LLC, and Mutual 

Savings Credit Union being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution 

was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-245-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Rehabilitation - $3,663.40 - 817 Windsor Street - 

District 1 - Tuscacal, LLC; Mutual Savings Credit Union) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (6) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 301 East Lake Drive, Investment Properties being the 

last known owner.  Jack Kelley spoke, stating his ex-wife provided a letter to him and he 

doesn’t know the circumstances.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for 

consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-246-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Tree and Debris Removal - $8,847.40 - 301 East Lake 

Drive, to West Lake Drive - District 2 - Investment Properties) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 



 (7) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 301 Graves Street, the State of Alabama, Evonne W. 

Lipscomb, and Etowah Steelworkers Credit Union being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  

The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-247-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $4,256.40 - 301 Graves Street - District 

2 - State of Alabama; Evonne W. Lipscomb; Etowah Steelworkers Credit Union) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (8) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution approving 

the issuance of an alcoholic beverage license for Divertissement Enterprises, LLC, operating as 

The Downtown Tavern at 514 Broad Street.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was 

presented for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-248-16 

 

APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

 (Divertissement Enterprises, LLC - The Downtown Tavern - 514 Broad Street - Lounge Retail 

Liquor License) 

 Councilman Billingsley moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was 

seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted. 

 (9) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution annulling 

a portion of Sansom Avenue, Front Street, and an alley in Block 1 of R.B. Kyle Alabama City 

Addition.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-249-16 

 

AUTHORIZING ANNULMENT OF  

PORTION OF SANSOM AVENUE, FRONT STREET,  

AND AN ALLEY IN BLOCK 1 OF R.B. KYLE ALABAMA CITY ADDITION 

 (Authorizing Annulment of: (1) Northern 50 feet of Sansom Avenue, between N. 21st Street and 

the west bank of Black Creek; (2) Front Street; (3) 20-foot alley in Block 1 of R.B. Kyle 

Alabama City Addition - Requested by City of Gadsden - Note: This action clears up 

encroachment of former General Forrest school building into right-of-way) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 



 RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 

(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-250-16 

 

AUTHORIZING CREATION OF 

GADSDEN CITIZENSHIP AWARD 

 (Creating annual Citizenship Award program with categories of youth, male adult and female 

adult - To recognize citizens for engaging in impactful endeavors, going over and above normal 

professional duties and responsibilities - Setting criteria and creating committee to evaluate 

nominations and select winners - Providing for presentations the 3rd Tuesday in January) 

 President Williams recognized Ernestina Cady-Hardrick (Government & Economics Instructor), 

Sydnie Williams and Brooklyn Sims, who were present and commended their work and other 

Gadsden City High School seniors who created the legacy program. 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-251-16 

 

APPOINTING AND REAPPOINTING MEMBERS TO 

CED MENTAL HEALTH BOARD 

 (Appointing Rebecca Crane to replace Bill C. Stewart for term ending April 1, 2019 - 

Reappointing Emily Hawk Raley Mills for term ending April 1, 2021) 

 Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted. 

 (3) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-252-16 

 

APPOINTING MEMBERS TO HARALSON AVENUE  

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

 (Appointing Carroll Norman to replace Susan Griffin for term ending September 15, 2016 - 

Appointing Bonnie Yarnell to replace Carol Davis for term ending September 15, 2017) 

 Councilman Billingsley moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was 

seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted. 

 (4) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 



 RESOLUTION NO. R-253-16 

 

APPOINTING DIRECTORS TO THE 

GADSDEN LAND BANK AUTHORITY 

 (Appointing Ronnie Reed, Lesa Osborn, and Curlie DeRamus for two-year terms - Appointing 

John Reed and Jamie Sledge for four-year terms) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilwoman Toles and unanimously adopted. 

 (5) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-254-16 

 

ACCEPTING DRAINAGE EASEMENT 

 (Accepting Easement from Lessie M. Cofield - 20 foot drainage easement across property 

located at 931 Willow Street - For Willow Street Drainage Improvements project) 

 Councilman Billingsley moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was 

seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted. 

 (6) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-255-16 

 

AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH  

JUSTEX SYSTEMS, INC. 

 (Authorizing Agreement - Justex Systems, Inc. - Estimated cost of $4,500.00 - For promotional 

examinations and related services and products - For positions of Captain and Sergeant in the 

Police Department) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 

Councilman Billingsley said he is glad to see the public using Noccalula Falls and other City 

parks.  He thanked the Public Works Department for grass cutting performed and noted 

condemned houses will be demolished in the near future. 

 President Williams encouraged keeping families of the victims of the massacre in Orlando, 

Florida, in our thoughts and prayers. 

 Councilwoman Toles announced this Saturday’s Juneteenth celebration, including a parade. 



 There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (6-14-2016) 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 FOURTH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM - BID OPENING 

JUNE 14, 2014 - 2:00 P.M. 

 

The City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bid: 

 Bid No. 3310 - Electrical Upgrades at Noccalula Falls Park 

 

 A & S Electrical Contractors, Inc. $123,850.00 

 Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the City Engineer and the City’s consultant, and a 

recommendation will be made to the Council. 

            

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 


