
 COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA 

NOVEMBER 22, 2016 - 5:00 P.M. 

 

The City Council met on November 22, 2016, in regular session. 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Council President Williams.  On roll call by the 

City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Toles, Williams, 

Worthy, Echols, Billingsley, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the 

meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Heath Williamson, Lee Roberts and Captain 

Keener were also present.  

 The invocation was given by Heath Williamson. 

 The minutes of the work sessions and council meeting held on November 15, 2016, were 

approved by unanimous vote. 

 Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of November 11-17, 2016 were ratified by 

unanimous vote. 

  #169675-169869 General  $1,409,716.85 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

(1)  The following ordinance, which was introduced for first reading at last week's meeting, was 

presented for consideration: 

 ORDINANCE NO. O-41-16 

 

AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET AND  

AUTHORIZING TIF FUNDS FOR COMPLETION  

OF RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT 

 (Transferring $396,102.00 from Tax Increment Financing District 1 - Appropriating to Capital 

Projects/Riverfront Development - For completion of Riverfront Park development, located 

behind former K-Mart on east bank of Coosa River) 

 Councilman Echols moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Toles and unanimously adopted. 

 (2) President Williams announced that no action was necessary regarding 709 Kyle Street in 

District 3, as the nuisance has been abated by the owner. 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

President Williams stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following 

public hearings:  

 (1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 1015 7th Avenue, the State of Alabama, Herman 

Thomas and wife Lessie Thomas, and Doshie M. Thomas being the last known owners.  No one 

spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 



 RESOLUTION NO. R-449-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $2,197.40 - 1015 7th Avenue - District 5 

- State of Alabama; Herman Thomas; Lessie Thomas; Doshie M. Thomas) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 1115 S. 11th Street, the State of Alabama, Brian and 

Angela Holderfield, Homecomings Financial Network, Inc., and MERS, Inc. being the last 

known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for 

consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-450-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $4,366.40 - 1115 S. 11th Street - District 

5 - State of Alabama; Brian Holderfield; Angela Holderfield; Homecomings Financial Network, 

Inc.; MERS, Inc.) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 1121 Jupiter Street, TLR AL, LLC, and the State of 

Alabama being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced 

in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-451-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $3,141.40 - 1121 Jupiter Street - District 

5 - TLR AL, LLC; State of Alabama) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (4) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 913 Willow Street, the State of Alabama, and the 

Estate  of Mattie Coleman (heirs being Melanie Coleman Earl, Winston Jerry Coleman, Jr., 

Winston Jerry Coleman III, and Jerissa Coleman)  being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  

The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 



 RESOLUTION NO. R-452-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $4,016.40 - 913 Willow Street - District 

5 - State of Alabama; Estate of Mattie Coleman; Melanie Coleman Earl; Winston Jerry 

Coleman, Jr.; Winston Jerry Coleman III; Jerissa Coleman) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (5) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 2205 Chestnut Street, John Lamasters, Rodney Ward, 

and Rex Rome Simmons being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following 

resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-453-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $2,041.40 - 2205 Chestnut Street - 

District 6 - John Lamasters; Rodney Ward; Rex Rome Simmons) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (6) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 2218 Hill Avenue, the State of Alabama, FNA NP, 

LLC, and Jeff Gilchrist being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution 

was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-454-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $2,941.40 - 2218 Hill Avenue - District 

6 - State of Alabama; FNA NP, LLC; Jeff Gilchrist) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (7) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 2408 Hill Avenue, the State of Alabama, Marvin 

Cotton, and Estate of Geneva Cotton Amberson being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  

The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-455-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 



 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $2,716.40 - 2408 Hill Avenue - District 

6 - State of Alabama; Marvin Cotton; Estate of Geneva Cotton Amberson) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 (8) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing 

a nuisance abatement lien on property at 1820 Eisenhower Street, FNA NP, LLC, and certain 

rights of redemption of by the heirs of May White (Brandon White, Yvonne Reynolds, and 

Luther White) being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was 

introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-456-16 

 

ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY 

 (Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Rehabilitation - $3,223.40 - 1820 Eisenhower Street - 

District 5 - FNA NP, LLC; Heirs of May White; Brandon White; Yvonne Reynolds; Luther 

White) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilman Billingsley and unanimously adopted. 

 RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 

(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-457-16 

 

AWARDING BID NO. 3330 

 (Awarding Bid No. 3330 - Annual and Perennial Flowers - Dixie Green, Inc. - $18,573.40) 

 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilwoman Toles and unanimously adopted. 

 (2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-458-16 

 

AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH 

COOSA RIVER TEAM TRAIL 

 (Authorizing Agreement - Coosa River Team Trail in Memory of Barbara Wetzel - $11,200.00 - 

Direction of City of Gadsden Super Tournament - City sponsorship of four fishing tournaments 

to be held between March and November, 2017) 



 Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded 

by Councilwoman Toles and adopted by the following vote: 

AYES: Toles, Williams, Worthy, Echols, Cannon, Reed 

NAYS: Billingsley 

 NEW BUSINESS 

 

(1)  Councilman Worthy introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration: 

 RESOLUTION NO. R-459-16 

 

AUTHORIZING SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO VERIZON 

 (Authorizing Special Use Permit to Verizon - For equipment modifications at existing wireless 

telecommunications facility - Located at 416 Elmwood Avenue) 

 President Williams received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an 

item of new business.  Councilman Worthy moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was 

seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted. 

 MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 

The Council and Mayor joined in wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 Councilman Reed and President Williams commended Val Alford and his fellow classmates 

who hosted a community event last Saturday, noting several police officers attended. 

 Councilman Cannon gave an update on leaf collection. 

 Councilman Worthy reported on sessions he attended last week at the National League of 

Cities.  He said some cities are using Community Development Block Grant funds to clear 

blight, in conjunction with nonprofit agencies.  President Williams commented on the good 

opportunities the conference provides to obtain ideas and assume leadership roles. 

 President Williams commended the Gadsden City High School football team, which competed 

in playoffs.   

 There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (11-22-2016) 
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